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Facts about ABB

ÁHeadquarters: Zurich, Switzerland

ÁAbout 120,000 employees in around 100 countries 

ÁOrders in 2007: $34.3 billion

ÁRevenues in 2007: $29.2 billion

ÁListed on Stockholm, Swiss and New York exchanges; 

traded on SWX Europe

http://www300.abb.com/global/gad/gad02007.nsf/vwImages/FF4A80C65C96A5ABC125738E0042A74A/$File/2007_Pack_Expo_58.JPG


What we offer: 
divisional structure and portfolio

Transformers, high- and 

medium-voltage switchgear, breakers, 

automation relays

Power  
Products

Power 
Systems

Automation
Products

Process
Automation

Robotics

$9.8 billion

32,000 

employees

$5.8 billion

14,000 

employees

$8.6 billion

33,000 

employees

$6.4 billion

26,000 

employees

$1.4 billion

5,000 

employees

Substations, FACTS, HVDC, HVDC Light, 

power plant and network automation

Low-voltage products, drives, motors, 

power electronics and instrumentation

Control systems and application-specific 

automation solutions for process 

industries

Robots, peripheral devices and modular 

manufacturing solutions for industry

2007 revenues (US$) and employees per division

http://www300.abb.com/global/gad/gad02007.nsf/vwImages/B2F6527259A30D46C125750C00444BF1/$File/IRB__4600.jpg


Innovation: key to competitive advantage
Strong market position built on consistent R&D 
investment
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ÁSteadily increasing R&D has paid off in market-leading 

technologies in every business

ÁR&D investment rose 5.9% in 2008 vs 2007

ÁFocus on energy efficiency and breakthrough technology

Á6,000 researchers and developers worldwide

* Comprises 

non-order 

related R&D and 

order-related 

development



Insulation, limiting 

Power electronics

Switching, breaking

ABB Core technology areas 1/2

Mechatronics 

http://www.abb.com/global/seitp/seitp322.nsf/0/d1adf8f8659b6cbfc1256d900042aa25?OpenDocument


Software &

communication 

Sensors & analyzers

Control & protection

ABB Core Technology Areas 2/2
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Decrease cost:

Ď Energy intensity

Ď Material intensity

Ď Volume, weight

Ď Engineering cost

Ď Environmental impact

Ď Maintenance need

Increase value:

čPerformance

č Intelligence,

communication

čFunctional integration 

čHealth, safety

čReliability, robustness

čUsability

Technology to serve ABBôs customers



More renewable power

generation

Future challenges for electricity supply

Á Increasing demand 

Á Environmental concerns

Á Security of supply ïless sourcing from sensitive regions

Impact on grid stability and efficiency

Reliability of 

supply

Á Ageing 

infra-

structure

Á Ageing 

workforce

Á IT security

Energy efficiency

Distributed and intermittent 

generation
Customer pricing expected to 

foster demand responses

Grids of the future will be different from those of the past

Á Open for all types and sizes of generation technologies

Á Integrating demand side in system operation

Fundamental changes in the power system



Average Annual Power Generation Capacity  

Additions, 2010 ï2050  

An Energy Revolution

Source: IEA Energy Technology Perspective 2008


